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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 478  

By  Matlock 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor and recognize Nona Letitia McSpadden 

Cook upon the occasion of her 100th birthday. 
 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pay tribute to 

those citizens who are celebrating special occasions in their estimable lives; and 

 WHEREAS, Nona Letitia McSpadden Cook of Madisonville celebrated her 100th 

birthday on February 10, 2009, a milestone that was commemorated as yet another precious 

souvenir of life's rich pageant; and 

 WHEREAS, the daughter of Edgar Wallace and Letitia Isbell McSpadden, Mrs. Cook 

was born in Monroe County, where she has lived for most of her life; and 

 WHEREAS, Nona McSpadden was joined in holy matrimony with Ralph Cook, whose 

company she enjoyed for thirty-three years before he passed away in 1971; to this blessed 

union was born one daughter, Mary Kathryn, who is married to Charles Shipp of Woodstock, 

Virginia; and 

 WHEREAS, dedicated to the highest tenets of quality education, Mrs. Cook worked 

assiduously as a school teacher in the Monroe County schools for thirty-seven years, lending 

her wisdom and guidance to students as a first, second, and fourth grade teacher; and 

 WHEREAS, she was encouraged to teach first grade by the principal of the school, who 

continually told her that he needed his most capable teachers to teach in the first grade, where 

they could nurture a solid foundation for learning within their young pupils; and 

 WHEREAS, Nona Cook holds membership with the Monroe County Retired Teacher’s 

Association, the National Education Association, and the American Association of Retired 

Persons; she is a regular attendant at the Cora Veal Senior Center; and 
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 WHEREAS, as her family were founding members who helped build the Madisonville 

Presbyterian Church, Mrs. Cook is a faithful and devoted member of the same church, having 

given of her time and many talents as a member of the choir and a Sunday school teacher; she 

is still active in a women’s circle and a Bible study at the church; and 

 WHEREAS, no stranger to accolades, she was honored by the Presbyterian Women 

with a lifetime membership pen in 2004, on the occasion of her ninety-fifth birthday; and 

 WHEREAS, a beloved grandmother, Mrs. Cook is very proud of her two grandsons and 

their wives, Joe Clark and his wife, Sarah, and Byron Clark and his wife, Liz; and 

 WHEREAS, Mrs. Cook’s 100th birthday fete was held at the Cora Veal Senior Center in 

Madisonville, where her friends and relatives joined her in celebrating the joyous occasion; and 

 WHEREAS, we wish to grasp this golden opportunity to specially recognize one of 

Tennessee's most outstanding native daughters on this very special occasion; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that that we honor and congratulate Nona Letitia McSpadden Cook on the 

celebration of her 100th birthday and extend to her our best wishes for many happy returns. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


